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Notes for Contributors
SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES 

Contributions should be sent by email to Professor Pat Carlen, Editor-in-Chief, British

Journal of Criminology (bjc@editorialoffice.co.uk). Articles are reviewed on the

understanding that they are submitted solely to this journal. If accepted, they may not

be published elsewhere in full or in part without the Editor-in-Chief’s permission. 

Please save your manuscript into the following separate files–Title; Abstract;

Manuscript; Appendix. To ensure anonymity in the review process, do not include the

names of authors or institution in the abstract or body of the manuscript. 

Title: This file should include the title of the manuscript, full names of the authors, the

name and address of the institution from which the work originates, the telephone

number, fax number and e-mail address of the corresponding author. It must also

include an exact word count of the article.

Abstract: This file should contain a short abstract of no more than 120 words. 

Manuscript: This file should contain the main body of the manuscript. Articles should be

between 6,000 and 10,000 words in length, and should include only such reviews of the

literature as are relevant to the argument. An exact word count must be given on the title

page. Articles longer than 10,000 words (including abstract, appendices and references)

will not be considered for publication. Undue length will lead to delay in publication.

Authors are reminded that Journal readership is broad and international, and articles

should be drafted with this in mind. 

References should be listed alphabetically at the end of the paper, giving the names of

journals in full. Authors must check that references that appear in the text also appear

in the References and vice versa. Titles of books and journals should be italicised. 

Examples:

ASHWORTH, A. (1983), Sentencing and Penal Policy. London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson.

BLUMSTEIN, A. and COHEN, J. (1973), ‘A Theory of Stability of Punishment’, Journal of

Criminal Law and Criminology, 64: 198–207.

RICHARDSON, G. (1985), ‘Judicial Intervention in Prison Life’, in M. Maguire, J. Vagg and

R. Morgan, eds., Accountability and Prisons, 113–54. London: Tavistock.

In the text, the name of the author and date of publication should be cited as in the

Harvard system (e.g. Garland 1981: 41–2; Robertson and Taylor 1973; ii. 357–9). If

there are more than two authors, the first name followed by et al. is mandatory in the

text, but the names should be spelt out in full in the References.

Diagrams and tables are expensive of space and should be used sparingly. All diagrams,

figures and tables should be in black and white, numbered and should be referred to in

the text. They should be placed at the end of the manuscript with their preferred location

indication in the manuscript (e.g. Figure 1 here).

Appendix: Authors that employ mathematical modeling or complex statistics should

place the mathematics in a technical appendix.

COPYRIGHT. It is a condition of publication in the Journal that authors grant an exclusive

licence to the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (CCJS). This ensures that requests from

third parties to reproduce articles are handled efficiently and consistently and will also

allow the articles to be as widely disseminated as possible. As part of the licence agreement,

authors may use their own material in other publications provided that The British Journal

of Criminology is acknowledged as the original place of publication and Oxford University

Press as the Publishers.
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